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Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1-19 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-19 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 28 November 2003 is/are: a)D accepted or b)E3 objected to by the Examiner. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a) because the part number 
label "1 1" for the fixing hole in Fig. 2, is described in the specification (paragraghs 
[0010] to [001 1]) as part number "21". Also, part number labels "61 1b" and "4" 
described in the specification (paragraphs [0055] and [0013] respectively) do not appear 
in any of the drawings. Any structural detail that is essential for a proper understanding 
of the disclosed invention should be shown in the drawing. MPEP § 608.02(d). 
Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121 (d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement 
drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version 
of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an 
amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be 
canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and 
where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes 
made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. 
Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the 
remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application 
must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

2. Claims 1-2, 6-7, 10-12, and 16-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being 
anticipated by the admitted state of the art, ASA, disclosed by the applicant. 

3. The ASA (paragraphs [0007] - [001 7]) and (Figs. 1 -4) teaches a washing 
machine 1 including a tub 3 with a drum 3a provided inside, which has a drain hose 5 
for discharging the water into the tub outside the cabinet, and a drain hose holder 
assembly 60 inserted through a fixing hole 1 1 . 

4. The drain hose holder assembly 60 has an entrance end 61a formed at a side in 
which the drain hose 5 is inserted, an exit end 61b opposite to the entrance end 61a, 
and a hose loading part 61 c between the entrance end 61 a and the exit end 61 b. 

5. The hose guide part 61 has a curved outline such as an oval figure and a sphere 
so that the drain hose 5 is led outside the cabinet 20. The locking part 65 consists of a 
bracket 65a inserted into the fixing hole 1 1 of the cabinet 20, an insertion protrusion 65b 
formed at the upper end of the bracket 65a and a fixing protrusion 65c formed at the 
lower portion of the bracket 65a. 

6. The bracket 65a consists of one end connected to the guide part 61 , the other 
end vertically bent upward to support an outer wall of the cabinet 20, and an opening at 
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its center. The insertion protrusion 65b passes the fixing hole 1 1 to an inner wall of the 
cabinet 20 above the fixing hole 1 1 when the drain hose holder 60 is installed at the 
fixing hole 11. 

7. The fixing protrusion 65c has a wedge shape having a predetermined slope so 
that the drain hose holder 60 is not separated from the cabinet 20. The drain hose 5 
has a bellows shape having wrinkles on its lateral side to enable free bending. The 
hose guide part 61 is constructed as either curved like an oval or a spherical line. The 
cross-section of the entrance is narrower than the loading part or the exit end. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 3-5, 8-9, 13-15, and 18-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
obvious over the admitted state of the art, ASA, disclosed by the applicant. 

4. The ASA teaches the apparatus, as described in paragraphs 2-7 above, but does 
not teach a hose loading part having a secondary-curved shape as described claims 3 
and 13. It has been held that changes in shape would have been obvious {In re Dailey 
149, USPQ 47). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the ASA 
by slightly changing the slope or curvature of the hose guide part to create a hose guide 
part which allows for effective hose installation. 
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5. The ASA does not teach a holder assembly wherein the slant wedge shape lower 
support body is provided to each side of the hose loading part in claims 8 and 17-18; 
however, the ASA does teach a wedge shaped fixing protrusion which has a 
predetermined slope and is on the lower portion of the bracket and assists in preventing 
detachment of the assembly from the washing machine. It has been held that 
duplication of parts would have been obvious (In re Harza, 124 USPQ 378). It would be 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the ASA by duplicating or changing 
the positions of the wedge shaped protrusion to provide a more effective means of 
affixing the drain hose holder assembly to the washing machine. 

6. The ASA does not teach a holder assembly wherein the outer support body 
comprises an exit fixing part extending in winding outside the cabinet in the vertical axis 
of the opening in claim 9 and 1 9. It has been held that duplication of parts would have 
been obvious (In re Harza, 124 USPQ 378). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify the ASA entrance fixing part and to duplicate in on the outside of the 
machine to produce an exit fixing part; thereby, making a more effective securing device 
for the hose. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Hood, Jr. et al. (US Patent No. 4870988), Putnam (US Patent 
No. 4860791), Heo et al. (US Patent No. 7077166), and Patera et al. (US Patent No. 
53121 38). Hood and Heo teach a one-piece drain hose for a washer wherein the 
corrugated drain hose is secured through the cabinet. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason P. Riggleman whose telephone number is 571- 
272-5935. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Barr can be reached on 571-272-1414. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner 
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